leaders of horse summoning to themselves every master-
less man, who carved out principalities, with their hands
one against the other. The Mahrattas whose little baron
Sivaji carved out a tributary kingdom in Alamgir's time,
are in a class by themselves.

It should be realized that some two-fifths of India is
in the hands of the ruling Princes, who number some six
hundred, and whose subjects number approximately a fourth
of the population of 353 millions. How do they come to be,
in view of the fact that the Mogul Empire extended over
practically the whole of India? The answer is a complicated
one. The Princes may be divided into five general cate-
gories. First those Princes who ruled their own states as
tributary to the Empire, though these states were far older,
and who had only bowed the head by force of arms'. The
second are those governors of districts and provinces who
broke away from a weakened Empire in the stage of crash-
ing and set up on their own. The third comprises those
leaders, captains of horse and the like, who in the great
anarchy in the wild Central India and Khandeish set up for
themselves merely by force of arms. The fourth are those
whom the British themselves have created, either in prefer-
ence to annexation of a derelict state, or as rewards for
services, while the fifth are those who voluntarily sought our
protection after the Company had assumed control of the
Mogul area.

In the first category come the majority of the Princes of
Rajputana, who, as already related, had for the most part
been driven to migrate to that inhospitable country to escape
from the conquest of the Turkish and Afghan invaders from
the North. For long they had retained their independence,
had fallen to Akbar's arms and conciliatory policy, and in
the break-up of the Empire were saved by the British from
ruthless conquest at the hands of the Mahrattas. In this
category would also have come the Mahratta Kingdom of
Satara the relict of Sivaji, had it remained.

In the second category comes first and foremost, the great